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Toc H is a movement of people who seek to build friendships, and offer service, 

another. The basic unit is a group - at best a good cross-section of the local neighbourho 


to serve the community around it. Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Revd P B ‘Tubby 
opportunities for people to test the Christian way by practical experiment. 


1. To welcome all in friendship and lessen by habit of thought, word and deed the prejudices which separate people. 
2: To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while listening with respect to the views of others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual nature of man and to test the Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine ìs a forum for ideas about Toc H and about the world as well as a record of Toc H service. lis title derives from the third 


across the barriers that usually divide us from one 
od - which meets together regularly, and seeks 
' Clayton, and since then has been providing 


Change or Decay? 


‘Change and Decay in all around I see...’ Thus runs the 
line in a favourite hymn, ‘Abide with Me’. 

Thinking about this carefully presents something of a 
paradox. The clear implication is that change and decay 
are to be feared and avoided wherever possible in favour 
of stability and sameness. To do him justice the hymn 
writer continues the line with, ‘O Thou who changest 
not, abide with me’. In the context of our hopes and 
expectations ofa loving father God, thisis both reassuring 
and necessary if weare to believe that He both wants and 
needs our prayers and longs to live in us. It is in the 
contextofourown human experiences that changeshould 
surely be viewed as essential to growthand development. 
We expect our children to change; they grow from 
dependency to independenceand with what joy we view 
this. We become aware as we mature of change in 
ourselves, in our bodies as they grow older, and more 
importantly in our attitudes to those things which are of 
value to us. Hopefully we are not fickle and change 
simply because it is, or is not, fashionable to have 
particular views, but change as our discernment grows 
and our emotions and responses become more 
understood. Change is as necessary to growth and life as 
fresh air. It seems more appropriate to say instead of 
change AND decay, change OR decay, because that is 
what will surely happen. 

At present it appears that not only our own society, of 
which Toc H forms a part, but the entire world isinastate 
of flux. The world order has changed dramatically; 
political boundaries have come down, religious 
boundaries are weakened as the ecumenical movement 
grows and the dialogue between faiths develops. In 
Toc H we are experiencing the challenge to change 
others, orat least to enable them to see the possibilities of 
change for themselves, and at the same time we are also 
in the difficult and painful process of changing ourselves 
and growing for a sure future. 

We are not the only ones. The Anglican Church is 
facing the greatest challenge to its doctrine since the days 
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of the English Reformation. In its declared intent to 
ordain women as priests it is facing the fact of desertions 
and a deep sense of betrayal among many of its clergy 
and laity as well as the great joy which comes through the 
acceptance of the discerned will of God. The Monarchy, 
one of our most respected and loved institutions, is 
changing rapidly in its constitutional role in order to be 
credible and survive. Any organisation or institution 
which claims to be truly in touch with the deepest 
concerns of the world in which it lives must also recognise 
that evolution is essential. Any individual or organisation 
which proudly says, ‘I haven't changed at all’, is likely to 
bestunted in growthand heading for the pages of history 
along with the dinosaurs. 

The astrologers might say that the ending of the age of 
Pisces and the incoming of the age of Aquarius is 
responsible for some of the world’s more dramatic shifts, 
and they might be right. Here is not the place to begin 
that particular debate, fascinating as it might be. I am 
much more inclined to believe that there is something in 
the wills of men and women that brings about real 
change; something about the indomitable spirit in all of 
us, that ‘God within’, which rejects decay and demands 
life. 1 am convinced that the mood of change which is 
permeating the Movement at present, deeply painful as 
itis for some people, isa cause for real celebration. Where 
there is pain there is life and a chance for healing. Where 
there is pain there is awareness and not complacency, a 
real recognition that the body is functioning, if not at 
maximum efficiency, at least itis not dead! This mood of 
change is not universally popular; there are some who 
would like to keep Toc H firmly chained to the table leg 
of its own history, but the changes must happen, I 
believe, if we are to grasp with both hands the chance, 
probably the last chance that we will be offered, to live 
out the great promise that we still have, and give our 
special gifts of friendship, healing, reconciliation and 
love to a world deeply in need of them. 


Jackie Bartlett 
———_ | 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy 
or £3.60 per year`s subscription. Any 
contribution towards the high cost 
of postage will be gratefully accepted. 


BRANCH NEWS 
We would like to receive more news 
from branches about their work in 
the community, such as individual 
projects. 


Sixteen people met at Cuddesdon House for a 
‘Painting and Music’ week in October. Of those present, 
14 were Toc H members and one - myself - awaiting 
membership. Have any of you ever contemplated 
coming on one of these weeks? I can assure you that 
you will find friendship and fun. 

What do we do, I hear you ask. As far as the painting 
is concerned we have two wonderful leaders, Bob 
Harvey and his wife Gwyn. Both advise and encourage 
all who participate - Bob mainly on oils and Gwyn on 
pastels and watercolours. The easels areset up and the 
tables spaced so that it becomes a happy clutter of gear 
and bodies mixed with conversation, jokes, and yes, 
we do have silences, too. 

After tea the mood changes with the light, and we 
turn to the music side of things. This year was rather 
different. We had hand chimes to learn and were ably 
taught by Jess Evans. A most enjoyable experience. 
On previous occasions we have had choral/madrigal 
singing, instrument playing and it all culminates ina 
concert on the last night! 

Evenings after supper are informal and range from 
‘These you have loved’ sessions to ‘Desert Island 
Discs’ and even travelogues of trips up the Nile or 
quizzes. The last afternoon is spent clearing up and 
getting the room ready for our ‘concert’ when we are 
joined by the staff. After showing a couple of pictures 
each (it’s amazing how prolific some of us are) and 
receiving constructive criticism from Bob and Gwyn, 
we all do our turn. Even George and Ellen from the 
Cuddesdon staff have been known to join in with an 
Irish/Scottish rendition of Danny Boy. 


PAGS a aa TS 


It isa most creative way to enjoy fellowship. Put the 
date of next year’s week, 23 - 30 October, in your diary 
now. Places are on a strictly first come, first in basis. 


Write to: Esme Page 
(See Painting and Music Week advert on back page for address) 
a 
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h BOG to Weirside 


Ruth Boyd 


_ The editor was invited to take part as a 
volunteer on a BOG (Birmingham Outward 
Group) Weekend trip to the Toc H Centre at 
Weirside, near Ullswater in the Lake District, 
and responded with alacrity - she‘d been angling 
to try out their wares since interviewing a BOG 
leadership training team. And a group of nine 15 
year-old teenagers from Forest Oak School for 
special needs children sounded a doddle! Toc H 
member Steve, an Outward Bound Instructor 
who also helps to keep the impressive array of 
BOG tents, waterproofs, walking boots and 
climbing kit in good order at their Birmingham 
base, didn’t seem mightily impressed when the 
editor claimed to have completed an Outward 
Bound course herself some years before. Yes, it 
was 15 years ago, but still... 


It was a long journey, but worth the slog up the MI 
and M6 from South Bucks one wet Friday in September. 


Outward Bound school at Ullswater. This was a 
marvellous experience - sharing Canadian canoes in 
the most idyllic of surroundings. It poured with rain. 
We had a wonderful time. Our teeth chattered with 
cold... Lunch, then a long walk, ferns stuck down our 
necks - but have been in Toc H long enough to be 
insensible to the scorn of others... Breathtaking 
waterfalls.... 

I joined in the entertainment with a Yoga session. 
Leroy thought it quite macho because it had similar 
movements to those used in football training sessions. 
Did a repeat session after supper. It all seems to be 
goingamazingly well... Euphoria doesn’ tlast. Sharing 
roomful of bunkbeds not conducive tosleeping, when 
teenage girls up and down all night like yo-yos - trips 
to loo, falling out of bunks. 


a 


The Toc H building at Weirside is very conveniently 
located for the Lakes and is well maintained and 
ramblingly comfortable. It is very efficiently run. I felt 
very much at ease the whole weekend because the 
BOG leaders had the reassuring ability to combine fun 
and enthusiasm with thoughtful and considerate 
control over the weekend's proceedings. Thank you to 
Adrian, Chris, Fiona, Steve and Pete and to Jacky and 
Paula from Forest Oak School. They made participation 
a joy. And then there was Leroy, Darren, Andrew, 
Martin, Robert, Stephen, Jason, Pearl, Paulaand Dawn. 
How refreshing to be with such an appreciative and 


Dish out teas at 7am and then borrow a tent for 


blissful two hours stolen sleep before rudely awakened 
for pony trekking session. Childlike pleading to skip 
this in favour of sleep. Scornfully rejected. Pony 
trekking for two hours is sheer joy. It doesn’t rain and 
remember that can ride. Martin (15) rides like 
something out of wild West. ‘God's in his Heaven, all’s 
right with the world’. At lunchtime it is time for me to 
say goodbye and go back to my own children. Kiss 
Robert and LeRoy goodbye. Rest of 15 year-olds go 
YUK!at prospect, except little Stephen....Presentation 
ofchocolateand BOG certificate by Dawn. The journey 
home takes four hours, which is fast driving... LOVED 
it. When can I go again? 

Footnote: Weekends like this are very mucha BOG 
team effort. They involve several evenings 
collaboration, including a planning meeting 
beforehand where the various jobs involved are 
discussed and shared out, such as who is to do the 
shopping and driving and a joint decision is made 
about the menu for the weekend. There is always 4 
debrief meeting after such weekends to discuss what 
happened and how improvements might be made. 


A) GR 


bucket of water over my head at the end of a game 
involving blocking off countless holes in a long piece 
of tube and filling it with water. But, jumping into the 
freezing cold river proved to be a regrettable over- 
reaction. A good ‘icebreaker’! We canoed at the 
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A training course was held at Talbot House, 
Poperinge in November for Toc H members 
and the Cardiff and Bristol Cameo Groups. 
The programme involved looking at historical 
and contemporary conflict and at how our 
involvement in Toc H methods can reduce 
misunderstandings, ignorance and prejudice 
and help create unexpected friendships. 


-< 


it is for a mixed group of people to solve a vital 
problem without dissension flaring and emotions 
rising towards battle-pitch - in fact, in the end, to reach 
an agreed solutionatall. A game, butshatteringly true 
to life and applicable to everyday situations and 
experience: it provoked thought and brought some 
understanding of how easily conflict can arise. 


Involvement in Toc H Methods. The origin of these 
methods was described by Jacques Ryckebosch, who 
first spoke about life in Talbot House during the war 
under the guidance and inspiration of Tubby Clayton, 
the resident Chaplain. This was followed by a tour of 
the house, culminating in the Upper Room, the chapel 
which Tubby claimed was its heart. Later, aspects of 
present day methods were described by members of 
the group with experience of local branches, projects, 


Mandy Davies, Long Term Volunteer based in Cardiff, 
and Development Officer David Harrison planned 
and led the five-day training course. In those five days, 
24 volunteers who had gathered one gloomy wet 
November morning became a group of friends who 
had grown together through a shared experience. 


Looking at historical conflict as exemplified by the 
Great War began in the lounge at Talbot House witha 
talk given by Jan Moore on the events leading to its 
outbreak, and later continued through a tour of the 
Salient during which the Chaplain, Neil Llewellyn, 
gave a detailed explanatory commentary. Time was 
spenten route at the Pool of Peace, at several cemeteries 
andatthe War Museum at Hill 62, with its reconstructed 
war-time trench. The tour ended at Ypres (leper) with 
a gathering at the Menin Gate for the Last Post. On the 
following day a visit to Passchendale, including the 
vast Tyne Cot cemetery, added to the experience. 


Looking at contemporary conflicts was achieved 
mainly through discussion, enhanced by joining in a 
‘game’ introduced by Neil. Starting in a light-hearted 
fashion, this developed into serious and quite heated 
argument, demonstrating how seemingly impossible 


Cameos and Friendship Circles. A very important 
contribution to this theme was the periods of reflection 
in the Upper Room led by Alec Gage. 


Most significantly, the whole project was a live 
demonstration of the Toc H methods- fromthe constant 
provision of sustenance by George Rowe , self-elected 
quartermaster of food stores, through the sharing and 
helping which seemed to come about naturally 
between people who ‘would not otherwise have met 
each other’: the tolerance of the varied choice of musical 
entertainment on the coach, controlled by Maurice, 
whocame officially as ‘driver’ but very quickly became 
just another friend: theargumentative games of Trivial 
Pursuit: and finally to the uproarious sing-along with 
the chaplain at the piano, continuing into the early 
hours of the last day. 


The strangers who had met on the Monday morning, 
unsure of each other and not quite knowing what was 
tocome, parted on the Friday nightas friends who had 
come to know each other. We had lived and learned 
together. This is Toc H. 


Constance Beazley E 
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International News £ 


a letter to Point 


wing excerpts are taken from a 
Pee mmissioner of 


three from Jim Peat, Honorary Area Co can 
Toc H South Australia, and includes saa 
branch secretaries from other parts of Austratia. 


TOC H IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
Founded in 1925, Toc H South Australia is now 67 
years old. The headquarters at Thebarton, an mner 
suburb of Adelaide, were purchased in 1987, and we 
now own the freehold and are proceeding to build a 
chapel/meeting room. 


We are very proud of the Toc H Camp at Victor 
Harbor. (The Toc H branch here celebrated its 57th 
birthday in 1992.) The camp is built on nine acres 
overlooking the township of Victor Harbor, is within 
easy walking distance of the beach and can cater for 
over 100 campers. We sponsor three main camps 
annually - two for underprivileged children and one 
for disabled children. 


In the Edwardstownarea, Toc His involved ina youth 
housing project providing accommodation for 
homeless 15-to-20 year olds for up to three months 
while they are taught skills and given help in seeking 
employment. 


Burnside Branch, in an eastern suburb of Adelaide, 
opened in 1987. The 12 members work closely with the 
community services section of the Council, so as to 
aim their service where it is needed. One of their main 
projects is distributing parcels at Christmas; they also 
visit with and assist the elderly. Campbelltown Branch 
(seven members) show films at two local homes for 
the elderly and organise a Christmas party for the 
residents at a third. Among the other worthy causes 
they support is the Royal Flying Doctors’ Service. 


About three miles north of Adelaide in a compact 
suburb of about 9,000 homes is Prospect Branch. Their 
record of service, which includes several projects for 
the elderly, is ‘particularly satisfying’ to the members 
and they say they are keeping very busy. 


In addition to these, a General Members’ (Women’s) 
Branch boasts 27 members who ‘have reached the age 
when we have of necessity to slow down somewhat’. 
They continue to raise funds for Toc H and other 
charities by making jam and preserves and collecting 
items for sale at an annual market. Many of the 
members have been active in Toc H since the 1930s. 
‘The value of our branch meeting, we feel, is in the 
continuing friendship and care we have for each other 
after so many years in the family of Toc H’. 
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rom South Australia 


TOC H IN VICTORIA. 


The present Area Commissioner, Herbert Eliy 


writes: 


a thamby 


In 1928 Victoria Headquarters was at 476 Colling Street 
Melbourne, ait address later fo become famous in Australig 
and oversens as a Services Hostel during the war. ‘476 
closed as a hostel in 1946. During the war years, some 
Victoria branches closed and others were severely deplete d 
but the tradition of service continued. 


Since 1948, the area, like others, has experienced DN 
difficulties arising from an ageing membership together 
with a shift in patterns of residence. At present there nre 
three active branches; they operate a children’s holiday 
camp at Point Lonsdale. ` 


Toc H Victoria has now embarked on an ambitious 
programme to improve its image by attracting new members 
to form branches and Friendship Circles. If is a co-sponsor 
of a Youth Resources Network, which seeks to provide an 
opportunity for leaders of the country, and it sponsors a 
number of other schemes for young people. The National 
Toc H Youth Leadership Training Programme was held in 
Melbourne in January and Toc H Victoria organised it. 


TOC HIN WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


Harold Clay, former Chairman of Toc H Australia, 
writes about Kwinana Branch: 


Kwinana was named after a ship wrecked at the beach and 
now filled in as a recreation jetty. The township was 
originally Medina and included Calista, Orelia, Parmelia 
and Leda. It was built about 8 kin inland to house workers 
employed at the refinery and steel mill on the const. As 
industry grew,so did the township, the entirearea becoming 
known as the Kwinana Strip. It is now the industrial hub of 
Western Australia. 


Medina was buill in the 1950s and Toc H was the first 
community organisation established there. Medina Men's 
Branch opened in 1954, Medina Ladies in 1960 and Calista 
Ladies’ in 1967. These combined to form Kwinana Joint 
Branch: in 1970. Although our numbers are small, with ait 
average attendance of 11 at meetings, we still tackle a 
number of important projects. 


Apart from helping the elderly and disadvantaged, we have 
continued our first big project dating from 1954 - bringing 
Santa Claus to the children of the area in the form of bags of 
Si which we throw to them on Christmas morning: It 
ee witha few hundred bags of sweets; now, 38 years o!l, 


‘900 bags are made up in early December ready for the 
event. 


Victoria and Western Australia. 


Readers of Point three will know about another important Currently Kwinana Branch has four members whose total 
branch effort, the Danielle Halse project. Western Australia service amounts to 133 years. Not bad for such a young 
Area became Trustee and we raised A$40,000 (£16,800) to branch! We are now looking forward to helping host the 
send Danielle and her parents to Budapest for treatment, Perth Festival in September 1993 when John and Joan 
wilh a stop in the U.K. on their return. Biggerstaff will be joining us. a 


Postcard from Germany 


The New Year brings good news for Toc H in Germany. Toc H in Munster gota new group (three cheers for Terry 
Brown), Toc Hin Berlin got another member (three cheers for Jane Bridgeman), and more Germans have visited 
the Paderborn group with a view to becoming members (three cheers for John Bainbridge). 


The Berlin Centre has had a long awaited redecoration, as has Paderborn (still to be completed), and Munster 
is getting a new cafeteria. Of special interest during the Christmas season were Terry, Fred, John and Robin’s 
efforts with the refugee community in Munster. A group of children from the refugee camp were entertained 
by Toc H working with Edinburgh School and fora brief time they enjoyed the warmth and love of people who 
cared, as did the group of old, poor people from a Paderborn community. May we live long in their memories 
wherever their destiny takes them. 


Personality Corner 

This month features David Ruddy, our Centre Manager 
in Berlin. David was born and raised in Loughborough 
and left schoo] at 15. His first job was as a weaver ina 
local textile factory but after five years of making 
knicker elastic David felt he could not stretch his 
weaving career for another 35 years and left to join the 
traffic warden service, whereupon he terrorised 
Leicestershire’s motorists for the next seven years 
before joining Toc H. 


His first post was in Paderborn where he spent three 
years, then a short time at Wolfenbuttel as Centre 
Leader. He returned to Paderborn for the next eight 
years. David then suffered a severe back problem, 
which meant a year off work. On his return he became 
Centre Manager Berlin, where he remains to this day. 
David is a bachelor whose interests include music, 
cooking and walking in Berlin's forests. 

Malcolm Lowe E 
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An Old Church in Decline 


| Colin Rudd was a chaplain on the staff of Toc H from 
1978-1989. He is now the vicar of Buckland, 
Littleworth and Pusey in the Diocese of Oxford. 


For the first time since I was ordained Pauline and I 
tried a holiday at home this year. Thanks to the 
generosity of a friend we were able to spend a few 
days exploring the Thames in a boat - which meant 
that we were able to travel the whole northern 
boundary of the parishes of which I am vicar. One of 
many pleasant surprises was the fine view from the 
river of Buckland parish church. It’s a view which now 
is mostly concealed by trees and which, at least when 
the trees are in full leaf, is only visible in odd gaps. 
Once Littleworth’s parish church, too, must have been 
clearly visible from the river, and it’s interesting to 
reflect onjust how bold a statement our church builders 
made, for the river, and its attendant paths, were once 
important thoroughfares, carrying much traffic and 
many people. As you go down the river valley there 
are, from time to time, churches commanding sweeping 
views, standing for all to see as a witness to the skill 
and faith of those who built them. They reflected, and 
still remind us of, an age of faith which has passed. 


There was, of course, far too much wrong with those 
times for us ever to wish them back again wholesale - 
the Church was often altogether too powerful, and 
supported social structures and conditions which we 
would find totally unacceptable. But in an age of faith, 
religion flourished, and buildings great and small 
were raised to the glory of God. The bare bones of the 
Anglican parish system were also first laid and then 
fleshed out, with the intention that every parish should 
have not only its own church but also its own 
incumbent. Although that ideal was only ever briefly 
achieved, the present situation in which multiple 
benefices like ours have become the norm (especially 
in rura] areas) has developed comparatively recently. 
What was once thought of as the glory of the Church 
of England - that is, its presence made visible in every 
parish through both buildings and clergy - is steadily 
becoming a millstone around its neck. 


It’s hard to realise just how much some rural 
populations have shrunk in the last 100 years. 
Buckland’s, for instance, has dropped by at least a 
third. That inevitably means a smaller population 
going to church, bringing with it a smaller slice of the 
community’s income. Any business man would know 
that that could not go on for ever; and one priest 
(costing approximately £23,000 a year to keep paid 
and housed) with three increasingly expensive and 
precious pieces of plant, in the shape of three church 
8 


buildings, eachoneofthemin need of costly Testoration 
and repair, serving a total of about 750 people, cannot 
continue to be viable. 


The response to this growing crisis for the church hae 
been to badger people formore money, and that might 
just lead toa significant improvement in our income. 
However, thatisn’t, and cannotbe, a long-term answer 
tothe problem. In theend, administration has tobe cut 
backand streamlined. For example, it costs the diocese 
nearly as much to administer the smallest Parishes as 
it does the largest. The amalgamation of Parochial 
Church Councils in joint benefices is becoming ae 
urgent priority simply from the point of view of 
cutting costs and being more efficient. 


Hard decisions, too, are going to have to be made 
about buildings. The church has slid much too far in 
the direction of becoming a collection of local societies 
for the preservation of ancient monuments. The steady 
tightening up of regulations governing what can and 
cannot be done with church interiors leads inevitably 
toa growing sense of despair that the church will ever 
again be able to re-shape its buildings so that they once 
more meet the needs of contemporary worship. The 
end result is the creation of a vast collection of 
ecclesiastical and architectural museum pieces. 
Nostalgic antiquarianism may be all right for the 
Sunday meeting of the local branch of the Conservative 
Association - I wouldn’t know about that - but it will 
be the death of the church. 


The ministry of Jesus was one of complete engagement, 
both with God and with his contemporary world, 
bringing them together, reconciling them - in his own 
person. His love for the Temple did not prevent him 
from suggesting that it could be pulled down and built 
again in his way - he wasn’t going to allow bricks and 
mortar and a dead tradition to stand between people 
and the love of God. He spoke to people of the most 
challenging, beautiful and sublime things in clear, 
everyday language, using everyday events, examples 
and pictures to convey his meaning in contemporary 
Aramaic. You simply can’t imagine him using the 
Hebrew of the immediate post-exile period, which 
would have been his rough equivalent of our use of the 
language of the Book of Common Prayerand the King 
James version of the Bible. 


Many, of course, found Jesus unacceptable. His life 
style, his teaching, his authority simply repelled them, 
and even his closest friends found him difficult from 
time to time (to say the least!). It may well be that many 
will be repelled now, as they were once repelled by 
him, by a church which sets out once again to follow 
in his way, although we might reasonably hope that 


some, at least, would be attracted by that. But no 
church which ts encumbered withso much costly and 
clumsy administration, and which insists on carrying 
with it such an enormous weight of its own history in 
buildings and language, in worship and tradition, can 
hope to move in any direction except into further sad 
decline. 


Over and over again, we are faced with the choice 
between life and death, and all too often, because we 
cannot bear to pay the price which life appears to 
demand, we choose death by default. But if we are to 
choose death - and we are free to do so - then let us at 
least choose it deliberately and consciously - let’s 
wind up the whole thing and stop, now. It was glorious 
while it lasted, and we cannot let such a good thing 
simply decline and decay until all the good things 
have been forgotten. That would make some kind of 


Lyford Church, Oxfordshire. 


Rough laid walls stand, thick as silence. 
The arch in rude and chiselled motion 
vaults up to where bells wait. 

Quiet now, once they hurled Grandsire Triples 
into the air in great chunks of praise. 

A broad church, not fine and everywhere 
a solid ready holiness 


Jacqueline Bartlett 1992 


St. Mary the Virgin, Buckland, Oxon 


sense, and would at least have the virtue of being an 
actual decision. If, however, we are to choose life-and, 
please God, we will - then we must pay the price which 
life demands, which is that we simply let go of all in 
our past which now holds us back and drags us down. 
We have to reverently and lovingly dump many of our 
buildings, most of our administrative structures, some 
of our traditional theology and practice, many of our 
services, and consign them to the past where they 
belong and where they were once of real, contemporary 
use. We have to re-organise our church order, become 
less pompous, and learn again to travel light. Jesus’s 
own warning about the narrowness of the gate which 
leads to life, and the broadness of the path leading to 
destruction, is disturbingly appropriate when 
addressed to today’s church. It would bea pity indeed 
to ignore it. 


Older Women - Myths and Stra 


The Women’s National Commission held a press 
launch in London on 1 December to publicise a new 
report which discusses measures to improve the 
quality of life of older women, including better 
pensions, healthcare and housing. Eight people were 
involved in the working group which produced the 
report, including the new CEC chairman, Mary 
Edwards. The editor, CEC member Christine Bostock 
and Mary attended the press launch. Mary was singled 
out for particular thanks for her work on health for the 
report and she answered questions from the floor. 

The speaker of the House of Commons, Betty 
Boothroyd, described the report as ‘very long overdue’ 
and said that older women suffer far more from 
disadvantages than do men. Baroness Denton of 
Wakefield, the Government co-chair of the WNC, 
pointed out that loneliness is one of the major obstacles 
to the enjoyment of life and was a particular problem 
for women, who were far more likely to be living alone 
in old age. Added to this was the fact that older 
women were alsoamong the poorest people in society. 
Figures were most interesting. There are over 2 million 
more older women than there are men - about 5 
million men are over the age of 60 years compared 
with over 7 million women. Only 16% of men are 
widowed compared with 43% of women. Theaverage 
income per week for an older woman is £55 compared 
with £106 for a man. 

There was a strong feeling that being old should be 
asource of pride and achievement, not one of dejection 


a 


tegies 


SEEE 


Mary Edwards, the new CEC Chairman 


and worry. The report has been given to Gillian 
Shepherd, Minister Responsible for Womens Affairs, 
and to other ministers for an official response. Our 
congratulations to Mary Edwards for longstanding 
representation on the Women's National Commission 
and, in particular, for herinvolvementin this important 
report. Mary's place as a representative on the WNC 
has been taken by CEC member Jean Whiteman. 


Ruth Boyd 


A Universal Language 


‘What a good idea’, | thought, while acting as 
Voluntary Warden at Talbot House, ‘I'll do some 
baking. The locals love English fruit cake and chocolate 
cake - would they like scones?’ With this in mind I 
packed my recipe book (having worked out all the 
weights in metric), an apron and one or two favourite 
kitchen gadgets. 

First, get the ingredients from the supermarket. 
Was selfraising flour Farine Fermentate, or one of the 
three other types? Why are packets of salt and sugar 
packed exactly the same, and where, oh where, is the 
greaseproof paper? What is the equivalent of gas 
Mark 5 in Celsius and how the blazes does the fan 
oven work? Full instructions in the leaflet in drawer, 
but my Flemish is not up to this. 

Members of the local branch were interested and 
came to my first attempt. Scones, fruit cake and 
chocolate cake were demonstrated and tasted. Others 
could not be made - although there may be a word in 
the dictionary for golden syrup, it was unobtainable. 
Thank goodness for staff from HQ who brought golden 
syrup, marmalade, mixed spice and a gadget for 
getting the zest off oranges and lemons. 

More sessions at Talbot House and elsewhere were 
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Rose Contes 
very successful and my Belgian friends loved the 
different types of cakes and biscuits. The scones given 
to all parties on arrival were very popular - Dutch, 
Belgians, Australians as well as parties from the UK 
loved them and asked for the recipe. 
Cooking is a universal language and one way of 
making friends worldwide in our Toc H family. 
Rose Coates W 


NATTOCS 


You must forgive me if J start with some jargon. 


In 1991 1 was asked to attend a meeting of The 
Workcamp Organisers Coordinating Committee 
(WOCC) at the Temple of Peace in Cardiff. 

It was pleasing to see several representatives from 
organisations that had not attended for some time at 
this meeting, especially the Development Officer for 
the National Trust, Chris Tews. The meeting hada full 
agenda, including the problems of police screening 


Louise Evans with son David 


and safety, and Iam pleased to say that Toc H had firm 
policies on many issues that were raised. At that 
meeting | was able to hand out copies of our summer 
project booklet for 1991 and went home thinking that 
I had enjoyed being the National Project Coordinators 
proxy. 

Next Monday morning I had a phone call from 
Chris Tews. He had had a good look at the projects 
booklet and wanted to arrange a meeting. At that 
meeting he suggested that it might be possible for 
Toc H and the National Trust to work together on 
some co-operative projects in 1992. I had to clear this 
with the Regional Projects Committee and the National 
Co-ordinator. There were no objections and so the 
concept of NATTOCs began to develop. 

What was the concept? Quite simply, each side 
putting their expertise together in joint projects. The 
National Trust had resources, base camps, etc., and 
considerable skillsin conservation work. Toc H projects 


bring people together who would not otherwise meet, 
and have often worked with clients with various 
disabilities. We decided to set up a programme of five 
Projects for 1992. One was to be in Hertfordshire, 
encouraging people with visual impairments to 
Participate in a project, the others were to be based in 
North and South Yorkshire, Devon and Powys, to 
encourage volunteers with learning difficulties to 
become full volunteers on the project. 

Why the name? We wanted to emphasise the joint 
nature of the projects and decided quite simply that 
NATTOC rolled off the tongue - (joint project between 
the National Trust and Toc H). 

l will not deny that we have had some teething 
problems. In spite of the odd hiccup the first NATTOC 
took place in late June in the lovely setting of Fountains 
Abbey and Studley Royal Estate. Originally we had 
intended to recruit the volunteers with learning 
difficulties from all over the country. However, I did 
rather better in South Wales than I had dared imagine 
and in the end 22 of the 24 places were filled by 
volunteers from Mid Glamorgan. Our leader was 
Anne Powell from Birmingham. 

The object of the project was to achieve as near total 
integration as possible. At times this proved very 
difficult, but the volunteers with learning difficulties 
were always encouraged to be themselves and the fact 
that they were volunteers and not clients was very 
important. The ‘ordinary’ volunteers did sometimes 
find to their shock that young people with learning 
difficulties can be very demanding, but they also 
learned that they can be really loving and are capable 
of being a part of a group and of doing many things 
that society may not think possible. The response to 
the project from all concerned was one of great 
satisfaction. 

It is important to stress that NATTOCs are not all 
work. The free time spent together is very important, 
with the special volunteers having a say in the decision- 
making process of what to do and helping with the 
preparation of food, etc. 

Imustrecord my grateful thanks to Hywell Warlow, 
who stepped in at the eleventh hour as the Toc H 
leader in Devon, and to Craig Pierway who led in 
Brecon. 

Considerable improvement in communication, 
information sharing and general nuts and bolts must 
be made if NATTOCs are to be run next year. The 
Trust have learned alotabout working with volunteers 
with learning difficulties. Toc H has seen how a bigger 
organisation works and can learn from that, and I feel 
that both organisations have worked together as 
partners and learned what partnership means. The 
final word should come from Alison, a volunteer with 
learning difficulties who I hope will be involved ina 
new South Wales Group. She turned to me and said, 
‘ye had a wonderful time’. If that is not success, I 
don’t know what is. 

Louisa Evans W 
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Your 
Letters 


A Post-Christmas Thought 

We have sung carols, eaten turkey and too many 
mince pies, read the letters, enjoyed the cards, the 
family gatherings and the parties. As I write there is 
frost on the trees and lawns and the radio gives us 
frequent warnings of frost and fog-bound roads. Why 
am I writing to Point three? Well, 1am anew member 
and I want to say thank you for the new dimension and 
vision which Toc H has given to my life. I had known 
of Toc H for many years and I am sure that the seed was 
sown for me bya loyal and faithful member when] was 
quite young. Itis only in recent years, when supposedly 
having more time in retirement, that I have become 
really interested. Now the friendships that I enjoy and 
the ideals of the Four Points of the Compass have 
become so real to me that I want to rush out and tell 
everyone - even if there is a distinct pause while they 
mutter ‘dim as a Toc H lamp’! 

One of my favourite pictures is Holman Hunt's 
famous picture of Jesus entitled ‘The Light of the 
World’, where He holds a lamp in his hand and, 
knocking on the door, challenges us to open it and let 
Him in. I was greatly impressed at the World Chain of 
Light to hear the words, originally from Africa, that ‘to 
love widely was itself a transmission of light’ and that 
by passing the light oflove to the unloved and unwanted 
people of this world we could bring a new radiance to 
their lives. 

I pray that the Toc H lamps shining around the 
world may bring fresh hope and peace to many 
distressed people. Because I know that we are practical 
people I see great hope in the ways that we work with 
one another in friendship and I look forward with 
eager anticipation to being part of Toc H in 1993. 

Margaret Davies Solihull 


Community Living 

I acknowledge with sadness the decision taken at 
Central Council not to continue with the experiment of 
Community Houses. Council may have its reasons - 
and Ibow down to its judgment - but I cannotallow the 
phrase, ‘largely unsuccessful’ to go by without putting 
the record straight. 

Thad beenactively involved in Toc Hin Huddersfield 
a long time before I moved into Leicester Community 
House. But it wasn’t until I was challenged to 
community living that Toc H began to take ona whole 
new meaning - and the Four Points of the Compass 
began to leap out at me with new clarity. 

Community Houses (CH) do not just scratch the 
surface of an individual, they dig deep. CH offer a real 
challenge. Sometimes it was very difficult - and I do 
mean difficult - but it was a time of great personal 
growth for me. It was three and a half years where 
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friendships were forged - not just for the duration but, 
I believe, for life. Leicester CH saw so many people 
being helped by the ‘family love’ of the house. Visitors 
came ‘to get away from things’, lonely people were 
befriended. People visited for the lively discussions 
and activities that resulted from the richness of the 
mixture of the residents. It was through such discussions 
that I eventually came to know Christ as my Lord and 
Saviour. 

I look back now and will always be indebted to 
Toc H for the opportunity that the home gave me. ] 
thank all my fellow residents, members of the Home 
Committee and the many friends and neighbours who 
contributed to this very rewarding experience. I gained 
so much from the house and I know that I am not alone 
in this. My only regret now is that others will not have 
the same opportunity. 

Toc H isa movement full of energy and ‘go’. It has a 
lot to offer society in the 1990s and beyond. I welcome 
the Long Term Strategic Plan. In so doing we must not 
lose track of what Toc H is best at. Asa Movement we 
have always had a history of community living going 
back to the old Marks. I urge the new CEC to look at 
ways in which they can introduce ‘community living’ 
again for the 1990s. David Brougham Leicester 


Long Term Strategic Plan 

It was with some reluctance that I voted at Central 
Council in favour of the Long Term Strategic Plan, as 
my first instinct after reading the back-up paper was to 
abstain. 

Since the meeting I have wondered whether I did the 
right thing, particularly as several prominent members 
of Toc H were either opposed to the plan or wished it 
‘referred back’ for further consultationand amendment. 

Over the past 20 years I have listened many times in 
the conference hall at Swanwick to plans for the re- 
birth of Toc H, most of which became stillborn for one 
reason or another. Like it or not, Toc H is in terminal 
decline in a numerical sense but hopefully not in any 
other. This Movement of ours was born out of adversity 
inanage where values between manand manand man 
and God were vastly different. Today even 90 year olds 
are NOT free from the fear of mugging and rape, and 
spirituality means very little to very few. In Toc H we 
have the opportunity to play our part, however small, 
in arresting this decline, to show the world that there 
are values which transcend all others. This is the main 
reason why my vote was placed in the manner it was. 

I do however harbour some doubts as to whether it 
is right for us to commit such a large sum of money, 
which on the face of it will be used to create jobs with 
fancy titles. Could not thisamount, or part of it, be used 
more effectively by allocating an amount to the 
improvement of existing resources, e.g. Webb House, 
Friendship Circles, etc.? 

Perhaps] amalonein taking this point of view. Does 
anyone out there in the branches / districts agree with 
me or not? J R Morgan Ruislip 


foc H Former Staff Newsletter: News and 
correspondence formerly sent to Colin Stevenson 
should now be sent to Mrs Anne Evans, 20 Newington 
Way, Craven Arms, Shropshire SY7 9P5. 


Keith McMullen, Frank Rogerson and Harold Barnes 
keep vigil late at night by the Silver Lamp of Wales, at 
the World Chain of Light at the Toc H Centre, Port 
Penrhyn. 


Elsie John (left), who has been a Toc H member for 50 
years, receiving her gift from WinClemensat Camborne 
Branch’s silver celebration supper party. (See Branch 
News, Point three, January). 


On 24 October Stockport Branch held a very happy 
birthday party at the start of its 70th Anniversary year. 
Members from various branches in the North West 
Region attended and other guests included friends 
who help with the hospital library and Childrens’ 
Camp at Adlington. After a mouthwatering buffet a 
group of singers provided the entertainment. The 
celebration cake was cut by two of Stockport's longest 
serving members, Mary Fryer and Alan Clarkson. 


ve F 


pa Angus Branch held their Senior Citizens party 

Gi ae and 60 people enjoyed a Christmas dinner. 

me were handed out and parcels were delivered to 
e housebound and local people who were in hospital. 


Residents of Tubby Clayton’s former vicarage, at 42 
Trinity Square, London EC3, held areunionand dinner 
at Rules in Covent Garden on 20 November. Eleven 
residents from the 1940s /1950s era attended. Professor 
John Hobbs was in the Chair, and the others, recalling 
their good times together, were Paddy Hobbs, Bill 
Cherry, Ray Daniels, Donald and Paula Fraser, Claud 
and Joan Harris, Ron and Jean Hooper, Donald and 
Grace McGlashon, Roy and Fay Salisbury, Tim Wates, 
John and Susan Woodsand Hugh Tunbridge. The next 
reunion is planned for November 1993 in Bath and will 
include an overnight stay. 


Cheltenham Branch celebrated its 70th birthday in 
December with a celebratory lunch at the Moorland 
Park Hotel which was attended by Director John 
Mitchell and members from all branches in the 
Gloucester District. 


WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT, 
Huddersfield. Theme: Faith in the Future 
As this year’s World Chain of Light fell on a weekend, 
it occurred to Anne Puddicombe (NE Region Chair) 
that here was an opportunity to hold a 24 hour vigil. 
The planning was shared by Anne, Richard Newby, 
Alison Somers and myself. We were joined by Jacqui 
Lane, who travelled up from London, and Jenny 
Horsmann, who met Toc H last summer on a project. 


aes 


We metat Rawthorpe Parish Centre on Friday evening. 
The Revd Reg Baldock, Toc H District Chaplain, is 
vicar at the church, and he gave us invaluable support 
throughout. He led the opening service, which almost 
30 people attended, mostly from local branches. As the 
service progressed, I began to feel something special 
was taking place. The lights went out at 8.59, and Light 
was taken by Sidney Taylor (Huddersfield District 
Treasurer), who gave us a moving reading of the 
traditional version, and then Anne offered the newer 
version. She carried the lamp from the church to a 
small room upstairs where the vigil was to be kept. The 
rest of us remained standing, quiet in the dark fora few 
moments, and then slowly filed out. There was general 
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= agreement afterwards that it had been a beautiful 
service. 

It seemed to me almost as if time hung suspended 
during the next 24 hours. Not that we remained quiet 
throughout; there was plenty of discussion, but 
everything we did was governed by the knowledge 
that the lamp was there throughout, alight and 
watched over. Discussion was liveliest on Saturday 
afternoon, when we were joined by Harry Brier, Bill 
Bains and the Revd Baldock for an open-ended 
debate on our faith in the future of Toc H (and the 
need for faith in any future!). This session closed 
with the cutting of a cake, which Alison had made 
and decorated with the Toc H symbol. 

We were joined for the final two hours by David 
Mayhew, who had travelled down from Newcastle. 
The minute’s silence ended at 9.00 p.m. on Saturday 
with shared reflections and prayers before we stood 
ina circle to close with the Ceremony of Light. I think 
we were all reluctant to see that little light go out. 

The following morning we joined the service at 


Rawthorpe Church, then went our separate ways. It’s 
hard to describe a feeling. For me, the significance of 
the event lay in our coming to realise the value of 
undertaking a passive, reflective task together, rather 
than looking to be always doing, doing. There is room 
for both, and any faith we have in our future needs to 
be rooted in that realisation 


Alan Budge 


A Remembrance Service 


After the Remembrance Service at our local church 
someone came up to me when they noticed my Toc H 
badge and said, ‘Oh, 1 remember Toc H, is it still 
going?’ After a long chat J was able to fill them in and 
let them know we were very much alive. 

When I got home and gathered my thoughts about 
how I had met Toc H, I thought why not put pen to 
paper. 

While serving in the RAF in 1941-42 I was posted to 
Iceland and our camp was near Reykjavik. My ‘ray of 
sunshine’ occurred one Sunday evening when J] went 
into Reykjavik and found a little Toc H canteen where 
we could have a cuppa and a chat and finish with 
prayers. It think it was Barclay Barron who was in 
charge, assisted by a Miss Lintott, who to my great 
surprise worshipped at the same church in Woking 
where I sang in the choir. What a strange and pleasant 
coincidence, and to add to it, | spent my 21st birthday 
there. 

After coming through the war safe but shattered, | 
joined Toc H in Woking in 1946. We met ina room next 
to the Plaza Cinema. What a mixture we were! | expect 
Adrian Dudman will remember ‘Danny’s tea’, you 
could stand a spoon up in it. Then there was the night 
Bill Crook said he was going to give his blood, ‘Who’s 
coming?’ He called us ‘chicken’ so we all went to the 
Red Cross Room and gritted out teeth, but most of us 
finished with our ‘50 Pint’ badges. 

Toc H became our life. My wife belonged to the 
Ladies’ Branch, although we met on different evenings. 
But memories like Tubby and his little dog, the many 
meetings in All Hallows, the weekends at Dor Knap 
rebuilding walls, etc., and then those quiet moments in 
the Chapel and of course the visit to Talbot House and 
the many friends in Poperinge and the peace of the 
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Upper Room where, as a Pilot, | was privileged to take 
Light and conduct prayers. 

Also the Birthday Festival in the Royal Albert Hall 
when all branches lit their Lamps and the children’s 
camps at Guildford and Revd Edgar Wallace and 
Clayton House with Alan Hunt and Dru and their 
sponsored walks! These memories just drift back. 

Keep that Points of the Compass shining out like a 
lighthouse to guide us from the many rocks that seem 
to be surrounding so many people and nations today. 
Remember that Tubby told us to let ‘Our Light Shine 
Out’. I wonder what he would have said to those 
bishops and clergy who said they could not carry on 
after the vote on the ordination of women. I can hear 
his gruff voice saying ‘O men of shallow faith’. He 
knew the great value of women in Toc H, and so have 
we all. Percy Cheshire 
Blackfield, Southampton W 


Project Follow-up 


picture this - a wonderful project comes to an end, 
the volunteers are enthused about Toc H and the 
leaders feel satisfied that their project has successfully 

rovided a good introduction to the movement. 

Picture this - six months later, the same volunteers 
pack home, the project and Toc Hisa pleasant memory 
- no contact exists between them and us. 

A familiar picture... one that could be recalled in 
many regions. A familiar problem...losing touch with 
keen volunteers after a project and maybe as a result 
Toc H losing touch with potential leaders, councillors 
or members. People interested in Toc H are never 
called on again to be involved - perhaps they'll goon 
a project next year. 
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P of members in South Staffs and 
mpton District are facing this problem and 
ng. Each member of the groupisintouch with 
Aber of volunteers who have previously been on 
@ project that year. This method means that a large 
number of volunteers can be kept in touch with the 
Movement. 

Each member of the Follow-up Group organises 
events in order to encourage the volunteers to remain 
involved at a local level. The events can come in any 
shape or form. So far there has been a weekend at 
Cannock Chase and a 24 hour jigsaw puzzle. The 
events to follow include a Loft Clearance Day, Raft 
Race and Five minute Theatre Evening. 

Because of this initiative and the support froma local 
staff member, volunteers previously ‘lost’ have the 
opportunity to be part of this Movement where once it 
only meant “one week in the Summer”. 

Sarah Cottingham 


Welcome to 16 


New Members 


The following new members were registered during Nov/Dec 


Mrs Alma Jackson, Reginald Newnham (Bedford J) 
Peter W Bald, Herti Fletcher, Fra Yvonne Lorimer (Berlin J Grp) 
William A Brown, Mr T B Peacock (Buckley J) 

Mrs Dorothy B & William H Pepper (Cavendish District) 
Mrs Esme Page (Central Branch) 

Miss Amanda J Hart (Crewe J) 

John O Shakespeare (Criccieth M) 

John D Rankin (Edgbaston J) 

Mrs Ada Doleman (Margate W) 

James Harraway (Nailsea M) 

Mrs Margaret B Jones (Southport J) 


Deaths 


We regret to announce the death of the following members: 


In October— Lilian M Taylor (Chalfonts) 


In November— Martha Bartrop (Worksop) 
Fred Coles (Tonbridge) 
F Gilbert ‘Gill’ Harrison (late Sandwell) 
Neil M Lawrence (Duns) 
Vera K Thornton (Northants District) 


In December— Mary H Bullock (late Bristol West District) 
Alfred J Rhodes (Bognor Regis). 
Jack D Wilson (Higham Ferrers) 


Vera K Thornton, who died on 15 November, was a founder member of Rushden 
Women’s Branch in 1941. A staunch and active member, she was the first branch 
pilot and subsequently held various offices with the branch. She represented 
Toc H on the town TB Aftercare Committee, of which she became Vice-President, 
and was chairman of the Darby and Joan Club. For many years she helped with the 
British Legion Poppy Appeal. She wasa life-long member of St Peter's Church. Her 
many friends gathered there to pay their last respects and to give thanks for over 
51 years of devotionand loyalty to the family of Toc H. MW 


The Revd Ronald K Hall, aged 72, a member of Netherton Men's Branch, died 
peacefully on 20 November, He was born in Gloucester and trained forthe munstry 
atthe Baptist Col lege in Dublin. He was on the Toc H staff in the North West Region, 
having joined in 1964. On taking a joint ministry at Netherton and Gradley Heath 
Churches he became an active member of Netherton Branch Later, he accepted an 
appointment as chaplain to the British Sailors’ Society in Antwerp and Jamaica. At 
the time of his death he was part-time pastor at Bromsgrove United Reform 
Church, a governor of North Bromsgrove High School and chaplain at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, Bromsgrove. People inall walks of life will miss him. SM 


Fred Bullock died in November aged 87. He was a member of Margate Men's 
Branch, which he joined in the 1950s. On the closure of the Branch he joined Thanet 
District. Fred was a member of the celebrated Guinea Pig Club, having been badly 
injured while serving in the army in France. Despite his injuries and ul health Fred 
led a very cheerful and active life. CR 
it is with much sadness that High Brooms Branch report the death of our dear 
treasurer, Fred Pierce. He was a founder member of Southborough and High 
Brooms branches and held many offices m over 60 years of membership. Fred was 
known for his enthusiasm in helping others and will be much missed by everyone 
in the area. AH 


ber, Jack 


On 1 December Higham Ferrers Men's Branch lost a valuable mem 
an 


Wilson. He was a former Mayor of Higham Ferrers and an Alderman 


SPECIAL TRIBUTES 


Councillor for 26 years. Our deepest sympathy goes to his widow Freda, who is a 
founder member of the Ladies Branch. Both had a wonderful visit to Talbot House, 
Poperinge, a short time ago, and the memories of that visit and their 53 years 
together, will bring her some comfort SGD 


We were sorry to leam of the death in November of Frank Gilbert Harrison (Gill), 
onetime member of staff and former member of Sandwell Branch. He was a 
stalwart of the National Trust, being Hon Warden of both Packwood and Charlecote 
Houses in Warwickshire. ET 


With the passing of Neil Lawrence on 28 November, Duns Branch lost a valued 
and dedicated member and treasurer. He became a member of Toc H in 1936 and 
worked as the local dentist until his retirement. Although not having been in the 
best of health during the past year, he still pursued his many hobbies with great 
zest His travel and photography took him to many places, his favourites being the 
Weslerm Isles and the Isle of lona. Shows of his slides were greatly appreciated by 
many local organisations. Neil was a great supporter of the church and also did a 
great deal of work for many charities, both local and national. He will be greatly 
missed, not only by the local Toc H branch, but by the Duns community in general. 

RBW 


Hunstanton Branch sorrawfully note the death in November of their member and 
treasurer, Margaret Rushmer. She joined the Movement in 1974 and gave it many 
years of loyal service. She will be sadly missed ME 


Albert Kay (Bert), who died in November, was a longstanding member of Toc H. 
He joined the Movement in 1934 and wasactive in several branches over the years, 
most recently in Newbury Men's Branch. His loss is sadly felt by fellow members 
and his many friends. GD 


A member of Hunstanton Branch, Alfred Bates died in November at the age of 75. 
He joined Toc H in 1939, Friends and members are grateful for his life and will 


sadly miss him. ME 


TocH TALBOT HOUSE - 
| Appointment of Heads of Departments HONORARY WARDENS 


Cuddesdon House 
Exploring Oxfordshire 


; Development 1992 has beena very successful year for 
Holiday Week Public Relations and Appeals volunteer Honorary Wardens at Talbot 
Training House, Poperinge. It is hoped that 
21-27 August 1993 Finance and Properties members will now consider volunteering 
If you enjoy walking in beautiful their services for 1993. 
countryside and/or exploring old 


houses, churches and gardens (and some will appear in The Guardian on 


i 
the evening and overnight - answering 
of the Oxford colleges), why not join us 3 February 1993. 


the telephone, greeting new arrivals and 
making sure the residents are happy. 
Travel costs together with a daily 
expense allowance are payable. Cover is 
needed from the end of February to mid 
December 1993. If you can offer a month 
or two please contact John Biggerstaff, 
Toc H International Office, Forest Close, 


on this year’s Exploring Oxfordshire 

Week at Cuddesdon House. Share a 5 T oe 
lication form 

week's holiday as part of a Toc H group. Flnr eeehe ana epaia 


Comfortable accommodation and from Maureen Williams ee H 
excellent food. Cost: £200. Headquarters ! Forest SE, 


Wendover, Bucks. HP22 6BT. 
Details from: Kenneth Prideaux-Brune Closing date 23 February 1993. 


i 
j : ` 
An advertisement for the above posts The main duty is to be available during 


65 Station Road, Amersham, Interviews will be held on 17, 18, 24 Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
l Bucks HP7 OBB. Tel: 0494 433871 and 25 March 1993 respectively (Tel: 0296 623911) for more details. 


Does anyone have a copy of the 1985 

Bangladesh Tape/Slide promotional programme 
(142 slides). 

If so, could you please contact: 


John Burgess, Toc H Community House, 
38 Newark Street, London EI 2AA. Tel: 071 247 5110 


FRIENDS’ WEEK 


For the Friends of Cuddesdon House 
3 - 8 June 1993 


Join us for all or part of the time and enjoy the company of 
people whosupport Cuddesdon House. Mornings helping in 


; ae, = house and grounds and afternoons at leisure in Oxfordshire. 
ALISON HOUSE Cost £25.50 per day (full board). 
Bee geome omer ACU INES Om le2e are For further information contact: 
AAE E, i Robin McSorley, 
Spring Painting Break 25 - 30 April Cuddesdon House, ; 
Tutor - Harry Muscott Cuddesdon, | 
Accent on Poetry Weekend 30 April - 3 May Oxford 0X9 9HB 
Hosted by Leslie Richardson i) Tel: 0865 87 2004 | 
Summer School 19 - 26 June (ee e a aaa H E 
Hosted by Bert Hill — N oe 
Brew Holiday Week 3-10 July Pilo ts in Toc H 


Hosted by Vera Brew 

Friends and Neighbours Week 10 - 17 July 
Hosted by Rose Coates 

Summer Painting Week 24 - 31 July 
Tutor - Harry Muscott 


‘Are they all really venerable members bent double and praying 
over lamps?! ‘ ‘No, they are certainly not.’ 


A weekend to study the real role of Pilots in Toc H will be 


Holiday Week _ 7-14 August held at Cuddesdon House from Friday April 2nd - Sunday 
Hosted by Marjorie Berry April 4th. 

Full details of these and other events at Alison House can be This is open to any person who is already a Pilot or who 

obtained by sending a large SAE to: might consider taking on this role at some future time. It 

Bill and Dorothy Pepper, will be led by Adrian Dudman and Jackie Bartlett. 

Alison House, Intake Lane, Cost: £10, which is payable on booking. 

Cromford, Matlock, Applications to: 


Derbyshire DE4 3RH (Tel: 0629 822316) Margaret Winstanley at Headquarters, with booking fee. 
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FUNDS FOR CAMEOS 


The CEC has set up a Cameo Development Group to encourage 
and oversce the growth of Cameos. It has a small sum of 
‘seedcorn’ money which it can allocate (up to a maximum of 
£300 to any one Cameo) to encourage new Cameos. Any 
person wishing to know more about its availability, and the 


Painting and Music Week 


Cuddesdon House 
23 to 30 October 1993 


For further delailsjapplication form, please contact: 


conditions necessary for the grant to be made, should write to Mrs Esme Page, 
the Director at HQ. 48 Coppice Farm Road, 
Tylers Green, 
Bucks HP10 8AH. 


John Mitchell, 
Toc H HQ. | Forest Close, Wendover. Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Tel: 0494 813009 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before publication 
S m al | Ad S day, which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge is 10p a word (mininium £1) 
plus VAT. to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained from the Editorial Office, Toc H 
Headquarters, | Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


FALMOUTH TOC H HOLIDAY HOUSE 
Accommodation for 5 plus cot. 
Open all year. £70 per week. 
Enquiries: Ron Gatiss - Tel: 0326 312 689 
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